St. Peter Lutheran
November 2025 Newsletter

Nov. 1 — Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 8:00 a.m. Study leader is Pastor Czymbor.
Breakfast server Vic Wieczorek
Nov. 2" - Communion Sunday, 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
~ Free Will offering during fellowship for Rodney and Malinda Hinrichs’ “Reaching the Unreached”
~ Daylight Saving Time ends
~ Items for the Hat, mitten and sock tree will be picked up for distribution.
Nov. 5" - Council Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 9" - Sunday Worship Service, 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, 10:00 a.m
Nov. 11" - Quilting Workday, 1:00 p.m.
Nov. 12" - WMF Bible Study and Business Meeting with Election of Officers, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 16™ — Sunday Worship Service, 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
~ Muffin Sunday — Ladies A - J are asked to bring the Muffins
Nov. 23" — Sunday Worship Service, 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 27" - Thanksgiving Day Worship Service, 9:00 a.m.
Nov. 30" — First Sunday in Advent. Sunday Worship Service, 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.
~ Advent Family Night — Soup Supper served by the FLY group. More info to follow

Usher’s List: Nov. 2 — Ben Lau & Bill Picek
Communion Lay Assistant — Don Fink
9 — Brian Villmow & Calvin Luebke
16 — Chad Lau & Chris Punt
23 — Corey Whitney & Darwin Kreth
30 — David Hartmann & Don Fink

Cleaning List: Oct. 27 —Nov. 2 Hannah Lau & Joanne Hartmann
Nov. 3 -9 Kathy Lau & Kendra Thies
10 - 16 Kendal Lau & Sandy Lau
17 — 23 Liz Weber & Nicole Whitney
24 —30 Nicole Grosz & Renee Olson




Works do not produce Grace, but Grace produces Works

Ephesians 2:8-10 ®”For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God - °not by works, so that no one can boast. “’For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. "

Salvation from the consequences of our disobedience against God is the greatest gift we can ever receive. It is
also a gift which we can never create nor pay for ourselves. No matter how hard we work, we can never overcome our
disobedience against God with attempts to be obedient again. Once that trust is broken we cannot earn it back on our
own. Thankfully God renewed that trust between us and Him through the perfect faithfulness and obedience of His Son,
Jesus Christ. Our verses this month remind us of this truth. And it is a great truth because it removes the burden of our
salvation which we are unable to bear. Anyone that claims to play a part in the cleansing of their sins is calling God a liar
against what God declares through Paul in these verses. Our works cannot produce this Grace for ourselves, nor can we
produce this Grace for anyone else either. However, we can, and should, do our best to introduce people to Jesus Christ
and the Work He did so that they can receive this gift of Grace from Him. The gift of Grace that produces the truest form
of Freedom, freedom from God’s condemnation against our disobedience to Him and the Truth of His Creation.

And the Grace of God, once received and owned, produces a new life. From that new life springs forth many
works. Verse 10 speaks to this truth. “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.” The Bible, and much of history, is full of stories (testimonies) bearing witness to the
many works by Christians. All of these works the direct result of the consequences of having been born again from
eternal death into eternal life through the blood of Jesus Christ. Our hymn of the month connects with one of these
significant stories, one which bears directly upon the topic of slavery which pervades our culture today and yet most in
our culture are unaware of the man and his story.

Our hymn this month is “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” #578 and the man’s story is that of John
Newton. His is a tale which should be a part of every school education if they have the audacity to teach anything about
slavery and yet he is ignored and intentionally neglected because his story is inseparable from Jesus Christ and also is
contrary to much of the slavery conversation in our present day culture.

This newsletter is limited in time and space so | urge you to research John Newton and his story. Be familiar with
him and his testimony and teach this history to your kids and grandchildren and on into our culture. John was one who
was a man who appeared alive and yet lived a life of death, suffering, and without direction or purpose. His identity was
lacking until Jesus Christ transformed his life. And then through the new life and purpose provided to John by Jesus
Christ, John went on to transform human history in ways that far outweigh what you and | are likely to ever achieve.
May God grant us the ability and mission to do faithful carry out just a fraction of what John was able to do, for the sake
of the world rather than our own well being.

If you prefer to read and share articles the following are a good source for learning about John and sharing with your

friends and neighbors so they can learn as well:

* “Saved by Amazing Grace: The Story of John Newton”
https://israelmyglory.org/article/saved-by-amazing-grace-the-story-of-john-newton/

* Biography of John Newton, Author of Amazing Grace, Slave Trader Turned Evangelical Preacher
https://www.learnreligions.com/biography-of-john-newton-author-of-amazing-grace-4843896

* Museum of the Bible - https://www.museumofthebible.org/exhibits/amazing-grace-online-exhibit

If you or others learn better through viewing/listening then | recommend the following 3 videos, the Torchlighters
example being especially great for sharing with younger children:

* The Slave Trader — Amazing Grace (John Newton) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMdBuyDAVVg

* Story behind the famous Christian song, Amazing Grace - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohpbbrep9sk

* The Torchlighters: The John Newton Story | Episode 21 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIgRHVWKNJ8
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